
African journalism. AUGUST 14 2021  |  ISSUE 55

The Continent
with

Everything is fine.
Photo: Hoberman Collection via Getty Images



The Continent
with

Crushed it

FOSSIL 
FUELS:  

Companies 
push oil 

and gas in 
Africa

‘It’s not 
you, it’s 

me’

A month 
of record 
temperatures, 
fires and 
flooding

Warming of 3°C or 
more predicted

Richest 1% 

pollute more 

than poorest 

50%

EXPOSED!

It’s fine.

Climate 
change is 
our fault

+

Photo: Konstantinos Tsakalidis/Bloomberg via Getty Images



The Continent | issue 55. august 14 2021 3

COVER STORY: The world 
is hurtling towards 3°C of 
heating this century, with 
Africa facing double that. We 
are already seeing what this 
means. After 12,000 years of a 
relatively stable climate, things 
are starting to spin out of 
control. Record temperatures 
are being set in cities and 
towns across the world. Each 
year we are living through is 
setting a global record. But oil 
and gas companies continue 
exploiting new fields while their 
governments and a wealthy 
few cheer them on. Something 
has to give. (p9)

Inside:

Write for us

■ Book review: The story of how 
Swiss diplomats did more for 
abducted schoolgirls than drones 
and guns. (p12)
■ Why can’t South African 
businesses cut it in Nigeria? 

We want more travel 
pages. Tell us about 
your city or favourite 
town on the continent. 
Ping an email to 
thecontinent@mg.co.za

State greed, regulatory blues, or 
do they just not get it? (p15)  
■ France, Rwanda or 
Mozambique? Who is pulling the 
strings in the gas rich north? (p22)
■ The island in the sky: Malawi’s 
Mount Malanje towers above the 
plains, attracting health fanatics 
and the curious. (p26)



Climate change in numbers
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The Oromo Liberation Army in 
Ethiopia says it has joined up with the 
Tigrayan forces fighting against the 
central government of Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed. After initial success late 
last year, when government forces took 
much of Tigray, the war has turned 
against the Nobel Peace Prize winner. 
The Tigrayan alliance with the OLA 
means he will have one more obstacle 
to his control.

Separatists join 
Tigray’s fight 
against Abiy

ETHIOPIA

The multinational oil giant Royal 
Dutch Shell has consistently refused 
to accept any responsibility for its 
actions in Nigeria. But it is paying 
out $111-million – a comparatively 
small amount considering its revenues 
last year fell 50% last year to a “mere” 
$180.5-billion – to a community in 
Nigeria which suffered from an oil spill 
five decades ago. The case has dragged 
on for 30 years, bogged down by the 
company’s strategy of endless litigation, 
but even with this settlement it still 
doesn’t admit fault, blaming outside 
forces for the leak. 

Shell to pay 
$111-million 

NIGERIA

Fans of Wizkid, the Nigerian Afrobeats 
superstar, were left scrambling after 
tickets for his performance at London’s 
O2 Arena sold out within 12 minutes 
last week. The Grammy Award-winning 
crooner is scheduled to perform on 
November 28 as part of O2’s Welcome 
Back lineup. The O2 Arena has a 
capacity of 20,000 and Wizkid is in 
great company among artists who have 
sold out the venue in record time. Acts 
like Beyoncé, Rihanna, Spice Girls and 
Rolling Stones have all seen tickets 
for their shows grabbed in about 12 
minutes or less. Predictably, emergency 
entrepreneurs are now hawking second-
hand tickets to see Wizkid live at eye-
popping markups.

Gone in 720 
seconds

MUSIC
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Get your copy delivered 
to your phone or inbox 
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Disinformation is often shared on closed networks 
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New homes for 
Olympic medalists
Botswana won its second medal at 
the now concluded Olympics, with 
its 4x400m relay team taking bronze. 
The four runners and their two other 
teammates will each get a house from 
the government.

SPORT

Floods in Niger

US visit to Ethiopia

Some 50 people have died in Niger after 
heavy rains swept away 4,000 homes. 
Floods have become regular occurances 
in the country. Projections show that 
more rain in shorter spells will likely 
become more common in the region.

United States President Joe Biden is 
sending Jeffrey Feltman, his special 
envoy for the Horn of Africa, to Ethiopia 
amid increading alarm at the escalation 
of the civil war that has killed thousands 
and created a humanitarian crisis in 
one of the world’s poorest regions. The 
White House is urging Ethiopia and 
the Tigray People’s Liberation Front to 
come to the negotiating table after nine 
months of conflict.

NIGER

ETHIOPIA

Freedom, fairness 
hang in balance

ZAMBIA

Zambians went to the polls on August 
12 to decide between incumbent 
president Edgar Lungu, in power 
since 2015 and seeking a second term, 
and Hakainde Hichilema, the main 
opposition candidate, who is making 
his sixth run for office. Last year marked 
the country’s first recession since 1998 
and inflation is at its worst level in 19 
years. Food prices and poverty levels 
have shot up. Only 22% of citizens think 
Zambia is going in the “right direction”. 
Polls suggest Lungu could lose to his 
rival in a fair contest, but police have 
used Covid-19 rules to curb opposition 
rallies, and the electoral commission 
ditched the voter roll, giving voters just 
38 days to re-register. And on voting day 
WhatsApp and Twitter were largely shut 
down. There were no results yet as The 
Continent went to press.

Red all over: All things being equal, 
the opposition’s Hakainde Hichilemain 
could become Zambia’s president. 
Photo: Patrick Meinhardt/AFP
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Blistering temperatures and dry 
conditions have spurred on at least 31 
wildfires in Algeria that have left at least 
69 people dead. President Abdelmadjid 
Tebboune on Thursday called the fires a 
“disaster” and urged for the presevation 
of national unity. Large walls of fire 
were seen in villages in the Kabylie 
region, east of the capital Algiers. 
Cyprus, Greece and Turkey are other 
Meditarranean countries that have 
been affected by wildfires. In recent 
years major fires have been blamed on 
arson and in July the president ordered 
a bill to enforce harsher punishments 
— prison sentences are now up to 30 
years. Some 22 people suspected of 
starting these devastating fires have 
been arrested. 

ALGERIA

Algeria forest 
fires kill 69

Deadly blaze: Smoke rises from a 
wildfire in the forested hills of the 
Kabylie region, east of the capital 
Algiers. Photo: Ryad Kramdi/AFP

DRC-IMF 
economic 
partnership
After almost a decade without 
significant foreign investment, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo looks 
set to get $1.52-billion from the 
International Monetary Fund. The 
partnership has been welcomed by the 
country’s recently appointed prime 
minister, Jean-Michel Sama Lukonde 
Kyenge. “Today, we have a GDP forecast 
of 4.9% by the end of this year, compared 
to 1.7% last year”. For a country that has 
been consistently broken by outsiders 
– a trend set by the Belgians when they 
killed 10-million people for profit – this 
is a hopeful step. 

FINANCE

Alarm over first 
case of Marburg

GUINEA

A man in the western African nation of 
Guinea has died of Marburg virus, the 
first such reported case in the region. 
Marburg hemorrhagic fever is a highly 
infectious disease belonging to the 
same family as Ebola. It is alarmingly 
“epidemic-prone” and has a case fatality 
rate of 24-90%, according to the World 
Health Organisation, which has warned 
that the virus needs to be “stopped in 
its tracks”. 
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Sipho Kings 

It’s better than we hoped. It’s also worse. 
The UN’s intergovernmental panel 

on climate change this week published 
its “physical science basis” report on 
everything we know about climate 
change. The global effort, which included 
input from African scientists, pulled 
together 14,000 different bits of research. 

The headline number is deadly – the 
world will likely heat up by an average of 
3°C this century. It could be worse, up to 
4.4°C, and it also might only warm by as 
“little” as 2°C. 

That there is such a range is down to 
the dramatic change that has happened 
in the last decade. In 2009, when climate 
negotiations in Copenhagen failed, the 
sense in the climate community was of 
utter failure. But things were put back on 
track in subsequent meetings in Durban 
and then in Paris in 2015. 

The Paris Agreement committed 
countries to doing what they could to 
keep global heating to below 2°C. This 
they would do by submitting their 

Climate crisis: The world is 
running out of time

national plans to reduce emissions 
and adapt to climate change. It was a 
necessarily weak agreement, born out of 
the difficulty of getting 195 countries to 
agree to anything at all. 

At the same time, technological 
advances have scaled up dramatically. 
Wind, solar and battery technology 
have become cheaper than coal, 
meaning that particular resource is no 
longer an economically viable way to 
produce electricity. This year even the 
International Energy Agency, once a shill 
for the fossil fuel industry, agreed that the 
age of coal was over.  

Big investors and stock exchanges 
have also started to shift money away 
from polluting industries. 

The scale of this change is evident 

Climate 9The Continent 
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In a 4,000 page report, the UN spells out humanity’s 
‘unequivocal’ role in driving climate change and the 

cost of that as the world heats dramatically.  
It also maps out reasons for hope. 

It was a necessarily weak 
agreement, born out of 
the difficulty of getting 

195 countries to agree to 
anything at all.



in the difference between this UN 
report and its 2013 predecessor, where 
temperatures were predicted to be as high 
as 5°C by the end of this century. 

Not that 3°C is by any means good.  
Heating is already driving chaos 

around the world, with average 
temperatures already around 1°C hotter 
than the baseline adopted by scientists 
that considers the pre-Industrial 
Revolution 1700s as its “zero” start date, 
after which human-driven warming 
began in earnest.

Already the world’s hottest continent, 
split perfectly across the tropics and 
containing within its coastal limits every 
conceivable type of environment, Africa 

is in for even rougher times ahead. In 
climate negotiations, its countries have 
consistently said that global heating has 
to be kept below 1.5 °C for their people to 
have a fair chance this century. 

The UN report predicts the world 
average will hit this mark in the 2030s. 
But the average global temperature 
rise tends to be doubled in Africa. So 
1.5°C of heating will mean 3°C in many 
countries. And for those same countries 
the “average” 3°C rise will be mean a 
catastrophic 6°C increase in real terms.

It will mean – already means – more 
extremes: less rainfall or more rainfall; 
less predictable rainfall; shifting seasons; 
shorter and longer seasons; angrier 
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Just desert: Gamka Dam in south-western South Africa is now a cracked, parched 
monument to climate change. Photo: Esa Alexander/Sunday Times
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oceans and more violent tropical 
cyclones; crop failures; and myriad other 
changes.

These will exacerbate existing tensions 
and governance failures. It makes Egypt’s 
worries about Ethiopia building a dam 
that can control the flow of the Nile all 
the more acute. 

It means the collapse of livelihoods 
around crucial resources, like Lake Chad, 
that drive people into instability and fuel 
extremist organisations. 

It means crop failures in Zimbabwe 
causing migration and intense cyclones 
that wipe out towns in Mozambique. 

With sea levels expected to rise by 
0.6 metres this century – or by a lot 
more if the ice caps melt faster – it also 
spells disaster for cities along the ocean, 
particularly in West Africa. 

As Covid-19 has shown, when disaster 
hits every country in the world, those 
with the most will act to help themselves 
first. The countries that hoarded Covid-19 
vaccines are also those responsible for 
the most carbon emissions. With their 
wealth, they are also the countries with 
the resources to actually do something 
about climate collapse. 

As the UN report notes, nowhere and 
no one will be spared. In recent weeks 

record temperatures have been set 
throughout the northern hemisphere, 
with towns in Germany collapsing under 
the weight of floodwaters and towns in 
Greece and Canada burning down.

The mega rich of the world are 
building bunkers to escape. This is the 
same richest 1% who have double the 
carbon emissions of the poorest half of 
the world’s population, a number worked 
out by the Stockholm Environment 
Institute. 

Equity is at the heart of the climate 
debate. It will also be at the heart of 
COP26; the next big climate meeting in 
Scotland later this year. In Paris in 2015, 
the African negotiating bloc agreed to one 
half of the climate equation – reducing 
carbon emissions – on condition that rich 
countries started paying poorer countries 
for the damage done by climate change. 

This hasn’t happened. 
Northern hemisphere countries, and 

their companies, have continued to drive 
carbon emissions. This week, Rwandan 
forces took a big step towards securing 
the gas-rich north of Mozambique. As 
The Continent reports, this expedition 
seems to be paid for by the French 
government. Perhaps coincidentally, 
French company Total stands to benefit 
from the resumption of gas exploitation. 

Similar companies are doing the 
same thing across Africa. The history of 
petrostates such as Angola and Nigeria 
shows that this money does not go to 
their people. It goes to a corrupt elite. 

And as climate chaos leads their crops 
and livelihoods to fail it is the people who 
will pay the highest price of all. ■

The countries that 
hoarded Covid-19 

vaccines are also the 
countries responsible 

for the most carbon 
emissions.



Rescue via 
#hashtag

Aanu Adeoye

The plan was simple: steal a brick-
making machine and grab some food, 

cooking oil and other grains while you’re 
at it. It was April 2014 and Boko Haram 
was engulfed in a war with the Nigerian 
army that had now entered its fifth year 
since the killing of its leader, Mohammed 
Yusuf. The terrorist group was growing in 
numbers, with young men volunteering 
en masse or conscripted at gunpoint to 
join the fight. 

But  the new recruits  were 
overwhelming Boko Haram’s forest 
encampment and a brickmaker was 
required to construct new houses. Food 
was needed to keep the fighters well fed.

There was a looting crew tasked with 
finding supplies for the insurgency. An 
informant told them they could find a 
brickmaker at a girls’ school in Chibok, 
a small isolated town in Nigeria’s 
northeastern state of Borno. 

It would be dark when they hit and 
nobody was expected to be on the 
premises.

But there were 276 girls at the Chibok 
Government Secondary School for Girls 
there that night. They were writing their 
final examinations, just weeks shy of 
graduation. Boko Haram found what they 
came for and then some. Unsure of what 
to do with almost 300 young women, they 
loaded them onto their trucks and sped 
into the night, assuming that Ibrahim 
Shekau, their leader, would know what to 
do with the girls.

And so a looting operation morphed 
into a mass abduction; a crime in one of 
the most remote parts of Nigeria became 

When 276 schoolgirls 
vanished from a remote 
school in Nigeria, the 
world called for their 
rescue. A new book 
reveals the stratagems 
that freed some of them.
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a global phenomenon that lit up Twitter. 
The hashtag #BringBackOurGirls took on 
a life of its own.

But before long the hysteria on Twitter 
died down, the baying crowd moved on 
to a different topic, and the girls were still 
not home. 

A new book, “Bring Back Our Girls: 
The Untold Story of the Global Search for 
Nigeria’s Missing School Girls” takes us 
along for an unvarnished look into the 
behind-the-scenes operations of the cast 
of characters involved in this high-stakes 
saga. 

Written by Wall Street Journal reporters 
Joe Parkinson and Drew Hinshaw, Bring 
Back Our Girls draws on many interviews 
conducted across four continents over 
six years, and a diary, spanning three 
notebooks, smuggled out of captivity by 
Naomi Adamu, one of the Chibok girls 
who spent 1,118 days in captivity before 
gaining her freedom. In all, 164 of the 276 
girls have regained their freedom. 

In the aftermath of the girls’ 
kidnapping, foreign allies raced to help. 
The United States sent about 40 personnel 
– intelligence officers, aid workers and law 

enforcement. Its drones scanned over the 
sprawling Sambisa forest hunting for any 
sign of the abducted girls. The British sent 
a spy plane. French intelligence officers 
scoured the their nation’s former colonies 
looking for leads. Canada agreed to send 
special forces. Israeli counterterrorism 
experts were deployed. China, Russia and 
Germany all pitched in.

But despite the firepower, most of 
the girls were brought home mainly by 
a crack team led by a Swiss diplomat and 
a Nigerian barrister. This was a unit that 
worked away from the limelight and, in 
Bring Back Our Girls, the authors explain 
why Swiss diplomacy worked where 
American might did not: The Swiss, 
famed for neutrality, put moral judgments 
aside to seek dialogue with terrorists.

Bring Back Our Girls explores many 
themes that have been missing from 
recent coverage of the insurgency. 
For example, why did a group of girls 
kidnapped from a school become the 
human face of the insurgency, when more 
than 30,000 people have been killed and 
more than two million displaced. Did the 
West specifically feel affronted because 
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Bring them back: 
Of the 276 Chibok 
schoolgirls who were 
kidnapped seven 
years ago, more than 
100 are still missing. 
The youngest among 
them are now 23 years 
old. Photo: Audu Ali 
Marte/AFP
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these were girls kidnapped while learning 
at school, the same western education that 
Boko Haram fundamentally opposes? 
And what role did Twitter play? Was it a 
force for good? How culpable are Twitter 
and YouTube, where terrorist propaganda 
spread unchecked for years? 

As we discover in the book, the fame 
that Twitter brought the girls meant they 
became invaluable to Shekau, catapulting 
him to fame and notoriety, and scoring 
him a key franchise partnership with the 
Islamic State. 

On more than one occasion, their 
fame prevented them from being released 
sooner: indeed, seven years later, more 
than 100 of those girls – women, now – 
remain in captivity. 

The failures of Nigeria’s security 
services detailed in the book are especially 
relevant now, at a time when Nigeria is 
engulfed in multiple security crises. 
The Boko Haram war has raged into its 
second decade and armed bandits in the 
northwest kidnap students with alarming 
ease in exchange for ransom.

Many books, documentaries and 
podcasts promise to tell the “untold story” 

of a well-known event. It is by now a genre 
on its own, parodied to within an inch of 
its life, a navel-gazing exercise marked 
by podcast hosts speaking in hushed and 
serious tones. Too often that promise falls 
flat, and it quickly becomes a rehashing of 
publicly available information.

Where they fail, Bring Back Our Girls 
succeeds. Parkinson and Hinshaw back up 
their promise with original reporting and 
insightful new details that paint a picture 
of a complicated war. 

The book is detailed to the point of 
almost being extraneous: we learn that 
then-president Goodluck Jonathan’s 
doctorate thesis in zoology was a 215-
page exercise contrasting six different 
species of amphibious crustaceans, and 
that Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey was at the 
dentist when the hashtag took off. 

But the authors know when to pull 
back, writing in clear, lucid language as 
they let the story lead the way, making it 
essential reading. ■

Marketing: When 
Boko Haram’s leader 
Ibrahim Shekau 
realised the world 
was watching, he 
turned the girls of 
Chibok into a PR 
bonanza, leveraging 
the spotlight for 
influence with Islamic 
State. Photo: AFP

Aanu Adeoye is The Continent’s news editor.



Oluwamayowa Idowu in Lagos

South African companies have found 
Nigeria a tough place to do business 

in recent years. This is down to a stuttering 
economy, their misunderstanding of 
the market and an overly involved 
government.

Last month, pay-TV company 
Multichoice found itself under fire from 
Nigeria’s Federal Inland Revenue Service. 
The tax collector instructed local banks to 
freeze Multichoice’s accounts in a bid to 
recover 1.8-trillion naira ($4.4-billion) 
in alleged tax arrears. The regulator’s 
orders came after the company allegedly 
refused to open its books for an audit. 
Multichoice said allegations that it had 
not fully disclosed all its subscribers 
were “unfounded” and that it is “engaged 
openly” with the revenue service.

Telecoms giant MTN knows a thing or 
two about Nigerian regulators. In 2015, it 
was hit with a record $5.2-billion fine for 

Why SA 
businesses 
stutter in 
Nigeria

failing to disconnect non-registered sim 
cards. The regulator said it was about the 
rule of law. MTN enlisted former United 
States attorney general Eric Holder to 
plead its case; the fine was reduced to 
$1.7-billion. It was browbeaten into 
listing some of its shares on the Nigerian 
Stock Exchange as part of the deal.

Last year, supermarket chain 
Shoprite announced its divestment 
from its Nigerian operations. Its stakes 
were sold to a local buyer last month. 
A confluence of factors were believed 
to have necessitated the sell-off: the 
fluctuating value of the naira, a decrepit 
infrastructure system that makes logistics 

Nigeria

Holder, please: MTN’s HQ in Lagos. The 
telecoms giant recruited an ex-Obama 
official to smooth over relations with 
the state regulator. Photo: Tom Saater/
Bloomberg/Getty Images
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a nightmare and the difficulty involved in 
shifting profits out of the country.

The plight of these companies raises 
a pertinent question: What is it about 
the Nigerian market that bamboozles 
otherwise well-run enterprises? 

Ebitonye Atte, a Lagos-based research 
analyst, told The Continent there is a 
difference between the struggles of MTN 
and consumer goods companies like 
Multichoice and Shoprite. While MTN’s 
struggles have been regulatory, he argues 
that the latter two and their performance 
could be viewed as a reflection of the 
broader macroeconomic environment. 

The past decade has seen the shrinking 
of Nigeria’s middle class. Companies 
like Konga (an e-commerce site) and 
Wakanow (a travel logistics business), 
whose existences were built around 
catering to the middle class, have 
floundered. Mr Price, another South 
African concern, fled Nigeria in 2020 

after struggling in the Nigerian market.
For consumers, incomes have stayed 

the same while costs have risen; so they 
have less money to spend. 

Nigeria’s estimated 200-million people 
is attractive for foreign investors but the 
real market is far lower. In 2019, Shoprite 
had 24 retail outlets in Nigeria compared 
with more than 900 in its home country.

The regulator y struggles of 
Multichoice and MTN are part of a 
wider trend of protectionism by President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s administration. 
Instead of incentivising investment, the 
federal government is essentially shaking 
them down in a bid to boost revenue. 

Atte believes that “the government 
understands Nigeria’s market potential 
and wants to extract more value, but 
ultimately, it is to the detriment of 
Nigeria.

“In the long run, this would only deter 
businesses from coming to or staying in 
Nigeria, driving them to our neighbours 
who are more business-friendly.” 

The numbers show that this is already 
happening. Foreign direct investment into 
Nigeria in 2016 was $1-billion, compared 
with $5.2-billion in 2008. Ghana, with an 
economy eight times smaller, attracted 
more investment in 2018. 

In addition to these obstacles, 
businesses are also faced with a 
government that isn’t investing enough 
in infrastructure, from power to roads 
and logistics. Where there has been 
success, it has been in the technology and 
entertainment sectors. And even there the 
state, with its recent Twitter ban, is overly 
involved. ■
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Hang ups: MTN faced regulatory issues; 
the shrinking of the middle class (and 
its disposable income) hit other firms.



By Amindeh Blaise Atabong 
in Yaounde

Rebecca Enonchong, the US-based 
African entrepreneur, often tweeted 

condemnation of arbitrary arrests and 
detentions back in her home country, 

Behind bars

Cameroon. She ended up in jail this week 
for doing just that. 

The 54-year-old founder and CEO 
of AppsTech and chair of ActivSpaces 
was detained on Tuesday in the 
economic capital Douala by the National 
Gendarmerie, a paramilitary force. The 

Cameroon
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Rebecca Enonchong, one of Africa’s most influential 
tech entrepreneurs, was detained in Cameroon, 

sparking global outrage

Photo: africatechie/Twitter



order for her to be held had been passed 
by the attorney general of the Littoral 
Region. She was only freed on Friday. 

The facts of the case are hazy. 
Enonchong was reportedly invited 

to speak to police over an investigation 
concerning a family case. It was during 
the August 10 meeting that she realised 
different cases related to the family 
matter in question were being handled 
by different investigators. She then 
suggested that all cases concerning the 
family dispute be handled by a single 
investigator – a suggestion that didn’t go 
down well with the attorney general. 

Enonchong was considered to have 
committed “contempt of court”.

Her arrest and detention sparked 
global outrage, both online and offline. 

The African Business Angel Network, 
which Enonchong co-founded, 
has described the arrest as “highly 
irresponsible”. Meanwhile, to AfriLabs, 
chaired by the detainee, the state’s action 
is “a blatant disregard of the rule of law.” 

Edith Kah Walla, a human rights and 
political activist echoed Enonchong’s 
lawyers assertion that there was “no 
complaint, no summons, no warrant,” 
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suggesting Enonchong’s arrest and 
detention is illegal.

It is not uncommon for Cameroon 
to detain its citizens on unclear charges. 
Ilaria Allegrozzi, senior Central Africa 
Researcher at Human Rights Watch, said 
Enonchong’s arrest was concerning – 
but it was not an isolated case. “Arbitrary 
arrest and detention [are] widespread in 
Cameroon… Some remain behind bars 
on politically motivated charges.”

Under President Paul Biya, 88, who 
has ruled Cameroon for close to four 
decades, the government has been 
notorious for clamping down on critics.

Enonchong, who was featured on 
Forbes Africa’s list of 50 most powerful 
women in 2020, is a vocal critic of the 
Biya regime. She is outspoken about the 
need to support young entrepreneurs, 
promoting justice and gender equality. 

She has also criticised the repeated 
Cameroon’s internet shutdowns and its 
poor handling of the protracted, bloody 
conflict in the country’s English-speaking 
regions. 

Last year, she led an online campaign 
against a government plan to shift the 
burden of payment of import duties on 
mobile devices to the end-user. The state 
eventually suspended this plan. 

Enonchong also joined others recently 
to call on the IMF to suspend its approval 
of a $689.5-million to Biya’s government.

The detention of a key tech figure 
also flies in the face of Cameroon’s plan 
to make development of ICT a strategic 
priority in its ambition to become an 
upper-middle-income country by 2035. 
■

Enonchong’s arrest 
sparked global outrage, 
both online and offline. 

AfriLabs, chaired by 
the detainee, described 
the state’s action as ‘a 

blatant disregard of the 
rule of law’.



In Cameroon, local initiative 
keeps out-of-school children 

from violent extremism
Amindeh Blaise Atabong

Cameroon, often called “Africa 
in miniature” thanks to its rich 

cultural and geographical diversity, has 
experienced apparent peace for a very 
long time. Surrounded by countries in 
political turmoil in central Africa, the 
Cameroon government prided itself as a 
home of peace. 

But the past decade has seen the 
country descend into instability. 
Cameroon has become a textbook fragile 
state, ranked the 11th most fragile nation 
(of 178), according to a recent ranking.

Insecurity and violent extremism 
have been rife in Cameroon’s north since 
Nigeria-based Islamist terror group Boko 
Haram started carrying out attacks on 
Cameroonian soil in 2014. 

Boko Haram’s ambition to create 
an Islamic caliphate around the Lake 
Chad Basin would encompass parts of 
Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Nigeria. 

Boko Haram is anti-education, 
particularly the Western kind, and as 
such, schools have been targeted for 
propagating ideas the group detests.

By 2015, the group had forced the close 
of at least 120 schools in the Far North 
Region of Cameroon by targeting school 

administrators, teachers and community 
members. According to a Unicef report,  
some 33,163 children – 43% of them girls 
– were pushed out of school.

With so many children out of school 
and fewer safe spaces for learning, 
children have become vulnerable to 
radicalisation into extremist groups. 

An initiative is trying to plug the gap.
In the capital Yaounde, a group of 

youngsters called the Local Youth Corner 
Cameroon (Loyoc), has conceived a 
project called Salaam Schools, which they 
are running in troubled areas. The project 
derives its name from the Arabic word 
“salam” which means peace.

Achaleke Christian Leke, Loyoc’s 
national coordinator, said they 
collaborate with local religious and 
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By 2015, Boko Haram 
had forced the close of 
at least 120 schools in 
the far north region of 

Cameroon by targeting 
school administrators, 

teachers and community 
members.  



traditional authorities to offer out-of-
school children a safe space for informal 
learning and re-education. 

“We have engaged teachers who teach 
these kids the basics in the language they 
best understand. Besides providing free 
schooling, we give the kids didactic 
materials and make sure they have 
food,” Achaleke told The Continent. Kids 
who excel are reintegrated into formal 
education in safer places.

The initiative entails providing the 
kids with social care while also taking 
care of their mental and physical 
wellbeing through recreational activities 
and counselling. 

In addition, the Loyoc team 
is empowering the parents of the 
kids with basic life skills for socio-
economic empowerment and personal 
development. 

In the town of Mora, northern 
Cameroon, home to over 50,000 children 
displaced by the Boko Haram insurgency, 
Loyoc runs a Salaam School. 

Hassoumi Seidou, a Mora resident, 
thinks the initiative is a game-changer. 
It will allow poor parents to send their 
children to school because it’s free and 
will help increase the literacy rate in the 
far north, Cameroon’s poorest and least 
educated region, Seidou added.

One Salaam School beneficiary, 
10-year-old Abdurrahman Abubakar, 
said he could now count, read and write 
in French and a bit in English, thanks to 
the initiative.

Preliminary assessments show that 
since Salaam Schools began in 2018, 
120 previously unschooled children like 
Abubakar have been enrolled. Of the 120 
children, Achaleke said 72 of them have 
rejected violence and revenge outright. 

Achaleke said in the past children 
wanted to join the military to avenge 
the death of family members. This has 
now changed: “Unlike before, when most 
of the children expressed the desire to 
join the military, there has been a drastic 
change in career choice of the children, as 
a result of counselling activities with them 
expressing wishes to become teachers, 
doctors, lawyers and many more.”

Plans are afoot, according to Achaleke, 
to replicate the initiative in the restive 
English-speaking part of the country, 
where a long, drawn-out separatist 
conflict has kept more than 855,000 
children out of school since 2016.

For many in these communities, the 
Salaam School initiative is instrumental 
in breaking the cycle of vengeance 
and violent extremism. It is not just 
keeping children out of harm’s way, but 
increasingly succeeding in dissuading 
them from aspiring to recruitment by 
armed groups. ■
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The initiative entails 
providing the kids with 
social care while also 

taking care of their mental 
and physical wellbeing.

Amindeh Blaise Atabong is a freelance 
investigative journalist based in Cameroon. 
He is a 2019 Kurt Schork Award winner in 
International Journalism.
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Afrobarometer asked 46,974 citizens in 33 African countries whether, in order to do 
well, we need to listen more to “fresh ideas from young people” or to “the wisdom of 

the elders.” The elders came out on top in 25 countries, the youth in just eight.

When young people speak, who listens?

Listen to fresh ideas from young people
Neither/Don’t Know/Refused
Listen to wisdom of the elders

Source: Afrobarometer, a non-partisan African research network that 
conducts nationally representative surveys on democracy, governance, 
and quality of life. Face-to-face interviews with 1,200-2,400 people in each 
country yield results with a margin of error of +/-2 to 3 percentage points.



Luís Nhachote

Mozambique bet its future on new 
gas projects. Then, driven by 

inequality and other pressures, insurgents 
took hold in the north of the country. The 
gas companies started pulling out. Now, 
after meetings in Kigali and Paris, foreign 
forces are retaking the towns that Total 

Foreign troops and the battle 
to save the gas deal

and ExxonMobile need secured in order 
to keep their operations going.  

The balance of power in the conflict in 
Cabo Delgado, northern Mozambique, 
seems to have taken a decisive turn 
in favour of the government over the 
past month. On August 8, a year after 
Mocímboa da Praia was abandoned by 
Mozambican forces, Rwandan and local 

Mozambique
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Locked and loaded:  
Rwandan forces prepare 
for their deployment to 
Mozambique. Photo: Simon 
Wohlfahrt/AFP via Getty



forces took the town back.   
Near the northern border with 

Tanzania, Mocímboa has an airport 
and a strategic port. Its fall to insurgents 
last August was a symbolic blow to the 
government. Recapturing it is a coup 
for Mozambican President Filipe Nyusi, 
Rwanda’s Paul Kagame, and for France – 
which is widely believed to have paid for 
the Rwandan deployment. It also raises 
questions about the SADC deployment, 
which is still gathering momentum and 
has not yet seen military success. 

The rapid advance by Rwandan forces 
gained impetus with the attack on the 
town of Palma in March, which helped 
to concentrate minds in Maputo and in 
Paris. 

The insurgency had already killed 
thousands of people since its first attack 
on Mocímboa da Praia in October 2017, 
and made much of coastal Cabo Delgado 
uninhabitable. But now it was threatening 
the gas project on which Mozambique has 
staked its future.

Having taken a final investment 
decision on the liquefied natural gas 
project in June 2019, Total Energies 
committed to invest $20-billion in gas 
extraction and liquefaction. Of that value, 
$2.5-billion was earmarked for goods and 
services to be provided by Mozambican 
companies to the project, in addition to 
employment opportunities and training 
for Mozambican citizens.

At the peak of the project, it is expected 
to absorb an estimated workforce of 5,000 
Mozambican workers. Mozambique’s 
petroleum regulator, INP, says it believes 
the project will generate profits of 

$60.8-billion over the next 20 years, 
of which $30.9-billion will go to the 
Mozambican state.

The March attack led Total Energies to 
withdraw all its staff, saying it would only 
come back when security was restored.

Amid negotiations with Mozambique’s 
formal regional partners, its fellow 
members of SADC, President Nyusi made 
a surprise visit to Kigali on April 28 to 
consult with President Kagame.

“We had a discussion about Rwanda’s 
experience in combating terrorism and 
violent extremism,” said Nyusi at the 
time, explaining that “Rwanda plays an 
important role in Central Africa, together 
with the United Nations forces. That’s 
why we wanted to understand how the 
experience has been.”

Nyusi’s next stop, in May, was Paris, 
where he met with Total Energies and 
French President Emmanual Macron – 
who visited Rwanda little over a week 
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Sanctuary: Refugees arrive in Pemba 
after fleeing the insurgency in Palma in 
in May. Photo: John Wessels/AFP
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later, to offer a formal apology for France’s 
failures around the 1994 genocide. 

Macron’s African tour also included a 
visit to South Africa, where he discussed 
insecurity in Cabo Delgado with President 
Cyril Ramaphosa. Exactly what was 
agreed remains unknown. France has not 
officially acknowledged that it is involved 
in the Rwandan deployment – neither is 
it denying the many reports that this is the 
case. Its government chose to not respond 
to questions from The Continent.  

However, diplomatic and government 
sources in Maputo have told The 
Continent that it is indeed French money 
that is paying for the deployment. France 
also has a history of meddling in countries 
across Africa for the benefit of its own 
corporations, much like its peers in 
Europe, China and the United States. 

Rwandan troops first, SADC later
The success of the Rwandan troops was 
confirmed last Sunday in a tweet by the 
Rwandan Ministry of Defence after the 
capture of Mocímboa, which had been 
deserted after Rwandan and Mozambican 
troops conquered an insurgent base at 
the village of Awasse, 41km inland from 
Mocímboa.

In a press conference later on Sunday, 
Mozambique’s military spokesman 
Colonel Omar Saranga said “the Joint 

Forces – Mozambique and Rwanda, 
control the town of Mocímboa da Praia 
since 11am today, August 8, 2021,” adding 
that the forces had taken control of “local 
government buildings, the port, airport, 
hospital, markets, catering establishments, 
and other economic objects”.

A source in the Mozambican army’s 
sniper battalion told The Continent last 
week that the success of the Rwandans is 
due to “high technological use. Rwandan 
colleagues use drones that, in addition to 
surveillance, work as weapons.”

In addition to the joint force coming 
from Awasse in the west, another group 
came down from Palma district, where 
Rwandan troops have been reinforcing 
Mozambican positions around the natural 
gas project led by Total Energies.

Military sources believe that with the 
recovery of Mocímboa, the way is now 
open for an assault on the so-called “Siria” 
base – about 110km south of Awasse, 
in Macomia district – described as the 
insurgents’ central base.

The regional bloc’s intervention 
force, known as the SADC Mission in 
Mozambique or Samim, so far adds 
up to fewer than the 1,000 personnel 
deployed by Rwanda. It will be charged 
with ensuring the territory gained by the 
Rwandans remains out of enemy control 
– a task whose importance and difficulty 
was emphasised by Nyusi at the launch of 
the mission on August 9 – the day after 
Mocímboa was retaken. 

But the highest profile work, of 
engaging the insurgents in offensive 
action, remains the domain of the 
Rwandans. ■

France has not 
officially acknowledged 

involvement in the 
Rwandan deployment.



Former Sudanese leader Omar al-
Bashir will be handed over to the 

International Criminal Court along with 
other officials wanted over the Darfur 
conflict, Foreign Minister Mariam al-
Mahdi said on Wednesday.

Bashir, who ruled over Sudan for three 
decades before being deposed in a military 
coup following a popular uprising in 2019, 
faces charges of genocide, war crimes and 
crimes against humanity for the war in 
the western region of Darfur that killed 
300,000 people and displaced 2.5-million 
in 2003. The Darfur war broke out in 2003 
when non-Arab rebels took up arms 
complaining of systematic discrimination 
by Bashir’s Arab-dominated government. 
Bashir responded by unleashing the 
notorious Janjaweed militia, accused by 
human rights groups of raping women, 
killing, looting and burning villages.

Bashir, 77, has been wanted by the ICC 
since 2009 when it issued a warrant for 
his arrest. ICC chief prosecutor Karim 
Khan was on a visit to Sudan when the 
announcement was made. Last year, 
alleged senior Janjaweed militia leader 
Ali Muhammad Ali Abd al-Rahman, 

Omar al-Bashir 
set to face the 
ICC’s music

No Sudan moves: Omar al-Bashir 
will face charges of war crime and 
genocide at the Hague. Photo: Mahmoud 
Hjaj/Anadolu Agency via Getty Images

Sudan

also known as Ali Kushayb, surrendered 
to the court. ICC judges said in July he 
would be the first suspect to be tried over 
the Darfur conflict, facing 31 counts 
including murder, rape and torture. 

Sudan has been led since August 
2019 by a transitional civilian-military 
administration that has vowed to bring 
justice to victims of crimes committed 
under Bashir. He is currently serving a 
two-year prison sentence in a Khartoum 
jail for corruption and illegal possession 
of foreign currency. ■
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Bashir faces charges of 
genocide, war crimes and 
crimes against humanity.



The mountain that gives
 Edwin Nyirongo

When the land is flat, they say, a 
molehill can seem like a mountain. 

So perhaps it is no surprise that, in the 
relatively flat land of Malawi, the one 
and only major mountain is commonly 
referred to as an “island in the sky”.

Mount Mulanje is an “inselberg”, or 
isolated mountain, that towers above 
the surrounding grassland at some 3,000 
metres high. Its peak, Sapitwa, is usually 
covered by clouds – and when the peak 
sticks out above those clouds, it does 
indeed resemble an island.

Those clouds offer more than just the 
illusion of the ocean, however. They also 
deliver rain and – among the mountain’s 
many other offerings – flowing water, for 
the surrounding areas.

Situated 65 kilometres east of the 
country’s commercial capital of Blantyre, 

Mulanje has become a source of wealth, 
both for the government and also for 
tourism-focused communities that run 
lodges and hiking expeditions on the 
mountain.

Mulanje offers hikers stunning 
scenery, including clear-flowing streams, 
lakes, gorges and waterfalls. A well-known 
destination is Dziwe la Nkhalamba, a 
natural lake whose crystal-clear waters 
spill down the mountain.

It is this enchanting scenery that 
perhaps gave rise to a plethora of myths 
about Mulanje. One of the common myths 
advises hikers to eat any food they find on 
their path. It will have been prepared by 
the gods who live on the mountain and 
is a good omen. Another myth reminds 
hikers that if they anger the gods, they will 
get lost – never to be found. As good a 
reason as any to eat that food!

Taonga Mtambo, 29, is a frequent 
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visitor who has not been at all put off by 
these warnings. She relishes the challenge 
of the ascent and sees the mountain as a 
great source of healthy endeavour. “You 
need to have good energy to go up because 
some places are difficult to pass through,” 
she says. “In such places, experienced 
hikers go first with ropes to pull us.” 

For many, the highlight of the year is 
the Mulanje Mountain Porters Race, in 
which local young runners show off their 
fitness by dashing around the mountain, 
chasing not just prize money but the thrill 
of the race and the prestige of victory.

Doris Siska is a champion of the 
Porters Race – she has won a record five 
times. Although it’s usually tough,  she 
says, it’s been worth sweating for.

“We start by running along the 
mountain and then up. We crawl as we go 
– you cannot always run. After reaching 
the top, we descend until we reach the 
finishing point,” she says. “Foreign 
runners come to compete – it’s more like 
the Mulanje Mountain Olympics!” 

Regardless of whether you’ve raced 
up and down or adopted a more leisurely 
pace, after climbing the mountain you’re 

bound to be in want of a well-deserved 
rest – and even a celebration. Fortunately, 
Mulanje is surrounded by a number of 
lodges and resorts that welcome local, 
regional and international guests.

Tourism is far from the only activity on 
the mountain, however. Less salubrious 
undertakings are of concern, such as 
illegal tree-felling which can lead to 
erosion and climate change. 

This has prompted the government 
to monitor and manage the mountain 
resource more carefully. There is growing 
awareness across Africa of the extent to 
which mountainous regions, often tree-
covered, deliver crucial rainfall. 

Countries like Kenya have seen a 
calamitous loss of precipitation after 
extensive illegal logging in highland 
areas. As in Kenya, Malawi is looking to 
conserve its indigenous forests. ■

Editing by Nest, Bird’s virtual newsroom.
This work was made possible through the 
support of #AfricaNoFilter, a sponsored 
project of Rockefeller Philanthropy 
Advisors.

Peak performance: 
Mount Mulanje 
in Malawi draws 
climbers – and 
runners – from 
across the world.
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1_ Which Kenyan athlete 
won gold in the men’s 
marathon recently?
2_ Jean-Michel Sama 
Lukonde is the prime 
minister of which 
country?
3_ What is the capital of 
Algeria?
4_ Who is the president 
of Malawi?
5_ What is the name of 
Zimbabwe’s celebrated 
beer?
6_ The Ivindo National 
Park (pictured above)
was recently given world 
heritage site status by 
Unesco. In which country 
is it found?

7_ Which national rugby 
team beat the British and 
Irish Lions on their tour 
to South Africa recently? 
8_ How many states does 
Nigeria have?
9_ Omar al-Bashir is 
the former president of 
which country?
10_ Chad celebrated its 
independence this week. 
Has the country been 
independent for 60 or 61 
years?

TH
E Q

UI
Z

0-4
“I think I need to 

start reading more 
newspapers.”

5-7
“I can’t wait to 

explore more of this 
continent.”

8-10
“Let us all celebrate 

Zim beer, Chad 
independence,  

and me!”

28

Would you like to send us some quiz questions 
or even curate your own quiz? Let us know at 

TheContinent@mg. co.za

WhatsApp ‘ANSWERS’ to 
+27 73 805 6068 and we’ll send 
the answers to you!

HOW DID I DO?

The Continent | issue 55. august 14 2021



Clearing 
the rubble
Golden Matonga

When President Lazarus Chakwera 
was inaugurated as Malawi’s 

sixth president, he had a promise: His 
leadership would see corruption tackled. 

“The ruining of national treasures 
of both nature and state is a sin of my 
generation that I am bound by God to 
confess and bound by you to correct,” said 
Chakwera, a former charismatic preacher, 
at his inauguration last year. 

His presidency had a rocky start. His 
first cabinet came under fire for nepotism 
after the appointment of connected 
couples, siblings and financiers of the 
Tonse Alliance doused the high hopes 
his euphoric rise to power incited. This 
earned him the moniker, “Family Man”. 

Things do seem to have changed this 
year, however.

This week, a cabinet minister, a close 
ally and president of one of the nine parties 
that form his Tonse coalition government, 
and a key presidential aide were arrested 
by the country’s corruption prosecuting 
agency and charged with corruption.

The three are accused of attempting 
to influence officials at the state-owned 
National Oil Company of Malawi – 
facilitating bribes on behalf of four foreign 
firms seeking contracts for the supply of 
fuel to the company.

Chakwera immediately sacked both 
the energy minister and a powerful aide.

Last week, the president fired another 
presidential aide after it emerged that they 
had “smuggled” a bill to parliament that 
could have seen the country, if passed, 
borrow some $103-million from an Indian 
bank without the knowledge and approval 
of cabinet. The aide was also arrested soon 
thereafter.

In April, he fired his labour minister 
for using funds that had been meant to 
support the national Covid-19 response 
for his personal allowances on a trip to 
South Africa.

Henry Chingaipe, a prominent 
political analyst in Lilongwe, says the 
arrests suggest the president is living up to 
his commitment to allow the investigating 
and prosecuting agencies to conduct their 
job independently.

But he has a caution: “Whether it will 
stick, is an empirical question that will be 
answered in the course of time.” ■

Golden Matonga is a journalist working 
as an investigative journalist and 

columnist for Malawi’s 
Nation Publications Limited. 
This analysis is produced 
in collaboration with 
Democracy in Africa.
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The arrests suggest the 
president is living up to 

his commitment. Only 
time will tell.

Analysis



The Tokyo Olympics saw many instances 
of African athletic excellence. Kenyan 
runners Faith Kipyegon and Eliud 
Kipchoge took gold in the women’s 
1500m and men’s marathon respectively; 
Christine Mboma became the first 
Namibian woman to win an Olympic 
medal; and triple jumper Hugues Fabrice 
Zango brought Burkina Faso’s first medal 
home from the games – to name but a few!  

The glory is theirs, but the joy has been 
ours, too, as we found ourselves inspired 
to rise from our armchairs, lace up our 
trainers, hit the road and become the next 
Joshua Cheptegei! (Or maybe just nip over 
to the kitchen to fetch another packet of 
chips. Don’t judge. We all have our own 
races to run.)

Imagine the feats our leaders might 
accomplish if they were to gather at the 
stadium, all spruced up in day-glo lycra – 
for a relay with their cabinet perhaps, with 
tear-gas canisters standing in for batons? 
Or squaring off against their neighbouring 
heads of state in a friendly but fiercely 
competitive contest to see who can round 
up the most human rights activists before 
the final whistle blows.

And who better to bestow upon them 
their medals of victory as they stand 
triumphant on the podium than… 
themselves?  As Zambia headed to the 
polls this week, President Edgar Lungu 
told the nation: “I am hopeful that I will 
be the winner, so that I hand over the 
instruments of power to myself.”  

Sack race
But back to the races. We now cross live to 
the “How Many People Can I Sack” event, 
and the race is really heating up. 

President Lazarus Chakwera of Malawi 
is currently in the lead, having lined up his 
energy minister Newton Kambala for a… 
yes, it looks like a swift kick in the rear that 
has sent him flying from the cabinet BUT 
WAIT it looks like presidential advisor 
Chris Chaima-Banda is ALSO getting the 
boot in a phenomenal double-hit combo 
that will surely please the judges. 

Chakwera put some real power into 
that dismissal, and the pair have sailed 
further than expected and have landed 
squarely in what appears to be jail. What 
a shot! Surely that clinches gold?

But wait, what’s this? Madagascar’s 
Andry Rajoelina has stepped up to the 
plate, exuding more confidence than that 
time he tried to convince people to buy 
into his Covid-19 snake-oil scheme. 

He raises his axe, lifting it high and... 
the crowd goes absolutely wild! With 
good reason: he has taken the scalps of 
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On your marks, get set, oh no!

Samira Sawlani

Continental 
Drift



his ENTIRE cabinet. With 21 individuals 
being investigated for apparently 
plotting to assassinate him, Rajoelina has 
dismissed every single cabinet minister. 
What a stunning result! 

It certainly shames the other medal 
hopeful, South Africa’s President Cyrical 
Ramaphosa, whose recent cabinet 
reshuffle barely saw much more than a 
corruption-mired health minister being 
gently shown the door. 

Cyrillic R&R
If Ramaphosa’s form is poor, it’s 
understandable: he spent the past week in 
front of a judicial commission of inquiry 
into state capture, accounting for his time 
as deputy to former president Jacob Zuma.

Ramaphosa said that, had he resigned 
as deputy president, it would have 
impaired his ability to end the corruption. 
So he decided to engage in some athletic 
“remaining and resisting”. Which appears 
to have been excellent training for the 
Olympic “ducking and diving” event, 
where  Ramaphosa appears to be going 
for gold (even though we know he’s more 
partial to platinum).

As fun as these events sound, they 
aren’t exactly spectator sports, are they? 
Which is fair, considering that spectators 
were banned from observing the Tokyo 
Olympics in person this year. Which 
makes it especially strange that the African 
Union would invite new spectators to its 
own proceedings: specifically when AU 
chair Moussa Faki Mahamat granted 
observer status to Israel, of all countries.

It did not go down well. Algeria, 
Botswana, South Africa and Namibia 
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Samira Sawlani is a journalist and analyst 
with a focus on East Africa. She holds an 
MA in international studies and diplomacy 
from the School of Oriental and African 
Studies, and previously worked in the 
humanitarian aid sector.

formally distanced themselves from the 
move, expressing solidarity with the 
people of Palestine and questioning how 
this decision was taken in the first place – 
without consultation. 

Lest we forget
While some of us have been celebrating, 
others have been in mourning: At least 
50 people were killed in an attack in the 
Gao region of Mali. In Burkina Faso, 11 
civilians, 15 soldiers and four defence 
volunteers were killed in an attack near 
the border with Niger. And 12 Burkinabe 
soldiers were killed near the border with 
Mali – a reminder that the flames of war 
still rage across the Sahel region. 

There was also sad news from Algeria 
where three days of national mourning 
are being observed as the death toll from 
wildfires in the Kabylie region rose to 
69, while the death toll from floods in 
Niger currently stands at 52. And these 
are only the deaths that stand out from 
the background noise of the pandemic, 
which continues to rob us of our friends 
and loved ones. 

When we lose so many lives, so often, 
so relentlessly, it’s difficult to see how we 
could be winning anything at all.

Sure, winning isn’t everything. But let 
us strive not to not lose any more than 
we’ve already lost. ■



Tunnel vision: Workers rest and have a meal inside a concrete tube 
as they take cover from the sun at a construction site at Egypt’s 

‘New Administrative Capital’ megaproject, some 45km east of Cairo. 
Photo: Khaled Desouki/AFP
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